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The Smiling Children School Feeding 2
Programme in Schools in Ethiopia and
Sudan

Imiplementing a school feeding programme of Intemational cooperation that
targets zero hunger

(hallenga

The propartion of saresd popubition In Affic remalre 25 high as 16 perosn, and Hhere 2 sl
milllians of chiidren at the primary school 2age attending schocd In a state of hunger According o a
suresy conducted by the Office of the First Lady of the Federl Demecratic Republic of Ethicpi, in
2015, In 320 public pimary schoak in Addis Ababa, the capital of Ehiopia, thene wese moee than
30,000 shudents without sufficent food. Long-standing starvation has broughd multiple problems
to Impowerished students In tenme of education, health and securtty. Impovenshed familles cannot
prowide children with three meals a day, so some of the students zre forced to drpout of schocl o
work or beg on the strest Those who stary at schoaol e ako unable to foous In chiss due o bunges
ard often pass aut Effarts ave nesded to fulfil Sustainable Dewsopment Goal (S0G) 2 (Fera hungerd.

Towards a Solution

The Smilling Chifidren Schiool Ferding Progrm aims: to support impoverished schookage shadsnis
whi bk sufficient food by providing free meals at schools, primasily targeting S0G 2 (Fera hunger.
With: further goals of Improving chifden’s nutrition, Inceeasing thelr sducational participaition, and
edudng thedr families’ burdens, the: Intiathes abo 2ims to addres S0G 1 (Mo poverty, 506G 3 Good
haalth and well-being) and S0G 4 (Juality sducation].

The successful Implementation of the Inftiative relies on the experience and wisdom of both Chiness
ard EhioplanSudaness parties. In addition to rising programme funds, the China Foundation fior
Poverty Allsation {FF¥) sharsd vakoble sxperence lexned from the Nutritioos Meak Program
camied out i rural Chira in the past years. For example, at the kool ke, the: Eihiopian Gove mment
ard morrgovernmental onganiztions (MG0s) provided 2 mllable mapping of the status guo and
nesds, thus targeting the most needed populations and madmizing the mpact. Moo, (FRA
Incompartsd and systerratizsd the ocalleed ‘mother group mode!’Inbo programme management.
e 3 esult, jaint coopemation ke to a most effsctive solution to adceess the problems:

Dafierent participants sricthy perfom their duties and obligations to ensure the ondsy aperation of
the programme. In Ethiopla, for instanas, the programme’s Chinese t=am ks fully rspomadble for pro-
gramme desigr, Implementation, dally rmanagement, monttonng and fesdboack. The Offics of the Fist
Lady of the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethioph asskts the tram In progrmmes implementation
ard monitorng, and inthe coomiina@ion of local agencies and partners Yeenatweg Charftzbie Ongant-
mtion, an Ethiopian partner, Is respansible for the overall management of the peogramme. Banefictary
schiools select qualiied shudenis in acoodance with the standand, provide correspond ing squipment,
supenise 2nd mxamine the quality of the meals, and mport back In 2 tmely manner Exch ‘mather
proup’ purchases Ingredients and prepares quality meals acooeding o menus and the meal sandad

Thie criteria for selecting benefidary students vary according to the d fenent sescutive pariies. When
(FPA s the sweouttes party, It camies out the whole-school cowsrage: prindple; Le- all students from
andidate beneficary schook (public’'government-funded) that meet the following requissments
will benefit fromn the peogramme
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